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Annual Report 

April 2013-March 2014 

A few words from our CEO Angela Everson 

Hello everyone, another busy year for us all at WomenCentre with 
so many innovative pieces of work to report on and so many new 
and exciting challenges as we move forward but.......if someone 
had told me even 1 year ago that our face to face work and 
contract management would not only increase but also become so 
much more complex I would have challenged them and said 
“Surely not!” Well I have to report that this is the case and it is 
thanks to all the dedicated staff, volunteers and board members 
that we continue to support women and children in Calderdale and 
Kirklees via our 35 plus funding streams and across our three 
main service areas:  

 Women’s Mental Health & Well being 
 Women involved in the Criminal Justice System  
 Women and Children affected by Domestic Abuse 

Why do women access WomenCentre Services? 

The pie chart below is a typical example from one of our services 
that reflects why women access our centre 

 

To find out more about our work please visit our website 
www.womencentre.org.uk  or see our annual accounts and 
trustees report on the charity commission website: 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop Press!! 

The winner of the Halifax Courier 
community spirits award goes 
to.......... WomenCentre. 

This is awarded to the 
organisation that has 
“consistently delivered 
outstanding service to its 
beneficiaries, sustained or 
raised its profile, operated 
clearly in its policies and 
strategies and demonstrated 
excellence all round”. 

  

 
How some women have reported 

they feel about their situation 

after accessing WomenCentre 

services:  

 90% of women feel their overall 

situation has improved 

 75% of women do not feel as 

frightened 

 80% of women have improved 

emotional and physical 

wellbeing 

 76% of women report improved 

confidence and self esteem 

 82% of women have an 

improved ability to cope 

 62% of women feel that their 

children’s safety has improved 

Changes at the top! 

Clare Jones CBE stepped down from her post as joint CEO at the end of March 2014. Angela 

Everson has taken on the role as CEO of WomenCentre.  Clare will continue her national work for 

WomenCentre in a new part time strategic development role.  

‘This is the only service (Mental 
Health & Wellbeing Service) I have 
attended, it is a lifeline, I am 
accepted here for who I am without 
judgement, without having to justify 
myself, many thanks all you dedicated 
staff and volunteers.’  
 

http://www.womencentre.org.uk/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
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Continued and New Services at WomenCentre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WomenCentre is delighted to 

have been re-accredited with the 

Investors in People award. 

We are currently working towards 

Investors in Diversity. 

Breaking the Cycle 

WomenCentre is delighted and very excited to have 

received a Reaching Communities grant from the Big 

Lottery. The grant over three years will enable 

WomenCentre to provide more services to women and 

children affected by Domestic Abuse in Calderdale. 

Working with our local partners across the 4 locality areas 

of: the Upper and Lower Calder Valleys, Central Halifax 

and North and East Halifax, we will focus on early 

intervention work with families to identify the early signs of 

domestic abuse. We will also be seeking to increase the 

knowledge and understanding of domestic abuse with 

staff working in a range of partner agencies across 

Calderdale.  

 

Making Advice Work 

Making Advice Work is an advice sector partnership project 

funded by The Big Lottery. The partnership is responsible 

for attracting investment, building the capacity in the sector, 

promoting best practice and raising the profile and impact of 

advice and support providers in Calderdale. WomenCentre 

is one of the main partners together with Citizens Advice 

Bureau, Age UK and DART looking at different approaches.  

 

WomensLink (Calderdale) 

WomensLink is a health and well being service funded by 

Calderdale CCG offering 4 drop in sessions per week 

(Monday to Thursday) where women can access  1 – 1 

support. Since the service started in November 2013, on 

average 250 women per month have accessed the service. 

 

 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Service (Kirklees) 

Formerly known as Womenspace, WomenCentre’s 

Women’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Service (Kirklees) 

has a preventative focus, but also provides skilled frontline 

support to women who are in crisis. The service is founded 

on the principles of co-creation and offers a wide range of 

therapeutic sessions and self help groups. 

 

West Yorkshire Women 

Centre Consortium 

WomenCentre, Together Women 

Project and Wakefield Well 

Woman Centre are taking a joint 

approach to support women in 

the Criminal Justice System. 

Funding was originally provided 

by West Yorkshire Probation 

Service but has now transferred 

to West Yorkshire Community 

Rehabilitation Company (CRC) 

Partnership Working 

Over the year WomenCentre 

has been working in 

partnership with The University 

of Huddersfield, Leeds Beckett 

University and The University 

of Central Lancashire. 

 

National article published by 

WomenCentre 

“Putting men’s abuse of women 

on the childcare agenda” By Dr 

Sue Peckover & Angela Everson 

 

To read the article please visit: 

www.tandfonline.com/eprint/VywgS

CSrD2PQgnQm6sdR/full 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/VywgSCSrD2PQgnQm6sdR/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/VywgSCSrD2PQgnQm6sdR/full
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A new look WomenCentre? 

WomenCentre has been consulting with staff, volunteers, women 

who access our services and external agencies to find out what 

changes they would like to see made to our building at 23 Silver 

Street, Halifax. We have been working in partnership with Hawdon 

Russell Architects who have drawn up plans based on consultation 

feedback. We are hoping to apply for funding in the near future to 

support this new and exciting initiative that will enable us to open 

our doors to more women and for wider community & partnership 

use in Calderdale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WomenCentre Website 

Over the last year Beth Maiden (Board Member) has developed 

WomenCentre’s website. The website helps to keep women in 

touch with the different services at WomenCentre, what activities 

and courses we are running and information about our work at 

local, regional and national level. To find out more about 

WomenCentre please visit:  www.womencentre.org.uk       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greek Conference on Gender Based Violence 
(Athens, November 2013) 

 

Freda Davis – WomenCentre’s Chair 
 

“I was invited to attend a conference on Gender Based 

Violence in Athens. The conference brought together women’s 

organisations to share experiences and to discuss finding new 

ways of funding.  All were under threat of funding loss. I found 

the whole experience amazing, and felt very privileged to be 

with these dedicated women who were working hard to make 

safe spaces for women in such a difficult environment.” 

Social Impact Story 

It’s not just about collecting data about the work we do, it’s 

also about telling the story of how our work makes a 

difference to women’s lives. We are developing our Social 

Impact story.  Look out for a full update next year. 

 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Event & Women 

Together Book Launch – November 2013 

Women in Exile’s Women Together Group held an 

awareness raising event for FGM with guest speaker Dr 

Comfort Momoh MBE. The event launched the Women 

Together book “Hoping for Safety and Peace”  that was 

funded by Comic Relief and brought together 3 years of work 

with asylum seeking and refugee women who have been 

affected by war, violence and female genital mutilation. 

Clare Jones’ National Work 

As part of Clare’s national work 

WomenCentre organised a 

Women & Homelessness event 

in July for West Yorkshire 

leads, managers and 

commissioners. The event 

focused on the findings, 

learning and recommendations 

from the Rebuilding Shattered 

Lives Campaign. 

Cutting Against the Grain was a 

National Conference organised 

by Clare – demonstrating 

resilience, tenacity and 

innovation of women working 

for change in their lives and 

their communities. This took 

place in Manchester in 

September attracting over 100 

delegates from across the UK. 

Staff & Volunteer 

Development 

WomenCentre supports staff & 

volunteers with their personal 

development. Examples of 

training are: 

 Safeguarding Vulnerable 

Adults & Children 

 Mental Health Awareness 

 Dementia Awareness 

 Migrant Women & 

Immigration/Forced 

Marriage 

 Self Harm 

 Working with Diversity 

 Domestic Violence 

 Specialist Trauma Training  

  

WomenCentre is 30 in 2015 

Through 2015 WomenCentre will 

be celebrating 30 years of 

delivering services to Women, 

Childens and Young People. Look 

out for our calendar of events  

www.womencentre.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.womencentre.org.uk/
http://www.womencentre.org.uk/
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International Women’s Day 2014 

 

WomenCentre organised 

and contributed to a 

number of events across 

Calderdale and Kirklees 

from talks and concerts to 

community events. 

Highlights included Sound 

Women – a celebration of 

women in music which 

included a performance 

from women accessing our 

services in Kirklees and 

WomenCentre’s very own Songbirds.  

 

And finally .....Quotes from women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers Living Apart From 

Their Children... Book 

Launch   ‘In our hearts’ is a 

book written for and by mothers 

who live apart from their 

children who access our 

services in Kirklees. The book 

is also a fantastic tool for 

anyone working with families 

whose children are not living 

with them or who are at risk of 

separation.  

‘In our hearts’ will be available 

to buy in October 2014.  

 

 

 

 

Seth Burbidge 
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“I’ve tried to kill myself.  I’ve been unable to care 

for myself or my children.  Counselling has helped 

me to make life changes and to finally see a way 

forward with my family.”  

 

‘One day I am under section 2 of the Mental Health Act, the 

next day I am in WomenCentre, playing music, making songs, 

being part of affecting change within the service. Nowhere 

else has offered me the possibility of being so accepted - I 

have a great moment of wellness, I know who I am here I have 

something to learn, give, notice, do, as well as making contact 

with other people being part of something bigger, the opposite 

of being isolated in hospital or home environment. I can’t thank 

you enough” 

 

 

Community Fund Raising 
This year WomenCentre has 
embarked on a programme of 
fundraising. We have 
successfully raised over £2000 
through: 
 

 Sound Women                  
Event  

 Sponsored                         
silence by Seth 

 B Hair publicity          
campaign 

 Stall on Halifax precinct  

 Halifax Soroptimists 

 Local giving campaign 
 
Tell us if you have any fundraising 

ideas 
 

 
                                                                                  

 

 

If you require this report electronically or in a different format please contact  

Carrie Burbidge on 01422 386504 

caroline.burbidge@womencentre.org.uk 

Volunteering at WomenCentre 

“Volunteering at WomenCentre gives me a real insight into 

some of the issues women are facing; it also gives me the 

opportunity to support these women and help make a 

difference in their lives” 

“Thanks for giving me an opportunity to volunteer with you, it 
helped me grow and gain my confidence back through difficult 
times-enjoyed every day at WomenCentre” 
 

 

 


